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mediately assumed it as an indication of a disposi-
tion to make them a present, and began to double
their importunities. Not finding the King or his
chiefs on the beach, we sent to announce our ar-
rival; yet we had to wait two hours before they
condescended to appear. During this time, Mr.
Galler amused himself with shooting monkeys;
which appeared to afford some interest and amuse-
ment to the natives, who assisted in pointing out
the game., and laughed heartily whenever he missed
his aim,

At length the King arrived, and we explained
as well as we could the object of our visit, to
which he listened with great attention, appearing
to comprehend, so as finally to accede to our
wishes. He then proposed, in order to preserve
a mutual good understanding, that, in the event of
any breach of faith on the part of their people, we
should immediately communicate the same to the
chiefs, who would take care to have the delinquent
properly punished; while, on the other hand, if
.any of our people were guilty of improper conduct
towards them, they would represent it to our chief.
This proposal, after a deliberate discussion, was
agreed to on both sides, the contract confirmed by
drinking palm-wine, and a mutual exchange of
presents, as follows, we tendered an axe to the
King, and he returned the compliment by present-
ing us with a fowl.

We now proposed to accompany his Majesty